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The basic information about each nation here can be used to write short essays.  For example, look at the information about Argentina, study the short sample essay, and then write your own about Argentina or other nations.
BASIC INFORMATION:  

ARGENTINA
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Location: is in South America  along the Atlantic Ocean Capital: Buenos Aires  Geography: has the Andean mountains, a subtropical area, large prairie area called the pampas, forests, deserts  Population: almost forty million Language: Spanish People: are Native Americans, Spanish, Italians, many also from the Middle East Religion: most Argentinians are Roman Catholic but about 300,000 are Jewish and some Muslim  Government: a republic Independence: was declared independent from Spain on July 9, 1816  Minerals: has lead, zinc, tin, copper, iron, manganese, petroleum, and uranium.  Products: grains, oilseeds and by-products, livestock  Plants: include the ombu tree;  the national flower is called the Ceibo  Animals: include condors, llamas, boas, deer, trout, anteaters  Internet domain: .ar  History:  Native American nations have included the Guaranis and Incas, Europeans came in 1518, Spain settled in 1580, the British Empire unsuccessfully invaded in 1806 and 1807, declared its freedom from Spain on July 9, 1816; its general Jose Marti is famous because he freed Peru and Chile in 1817, the army controlled the nation during much of the 1900s, Juan and Eva Peron were important politicians; in Argentina lost the Falkland’s War to Britain in 1982 democracies became common 

SAMPLE ESSAY: 

ARGENTINA

This is about Argentina.  To begin, Argentina is in South America.  The capital is Buenos Aires.  The population is almost forty million.  Most people speak Spanish and are Catholics.   It has gold and petroleum.  The national flower is the Ceibo. Some animals are condors, boas and anteaters.  Guaranis and Incas were in Colombia before Europeans came in 1518.  Finally, it became independent in 1816.  Argentina is interesting.
ARGENTINA



Location: is in South America  along the Atlantic Ocean Capital: Buenos Aires  Geography: has the Andean mountains, a subtropical area, large prairie area called the pampas, forests, deserts  Population: almost forty million Language: Spanish People: are Native Americans, Spanish, Italians, many also from the Middle East Religion: most Argentinians are Roman Catholic but about 300,000 are Jewish and some Muslim  Government: a republic Independence: was declared independent from Spain on July 9, 1816  Minerals: has lead, zinc, tin, copper, iron, manganese, petroleum, and uranium.  Products: grains, oilseeds and by-products, livestock  Plants: include the ombu tree;  the national flower is called the Ceibo  Animals: include condors, llamas, boas, deer, trout, anteaters  Internet domain: .ar  History:  Native American nations have included the Guaranis and Incas, Europeans came in 1518, Spain settled in 1580, the British Empire unsuccessfully invaded in 1806 and 1807, declared its freedom from Spain on July 9, 1816; its general Jose Marti is famous because he freed Peru and Chile in 1817, the army controlled the nation during much of the 1900s, Juan and Eva Peron were important politicians; in Argentina lost the Falkland’s War to Britain in 1982 democracies became common 

 
BELIZE
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Location: is in Central America along the Atlantic Ocean Capital: Belmopan Geography: is a small nation; is on the Atlantic Ocean; has flat land with swamps and some low mountains in the west  Population: about 300,000 People: many citizens are of Mayan and European or African ancestry; in the 1900s more people came from Asia and the Middle East Language: English, some Spanish, Maya and other Native American languages Government: is a democracy in the Commonwealth of Nations led by Britain Products: sugar, bananas, oranges, lemons, petroleum, some mining Famous people: Plants: has 4000 species of flowering plants and 400 species of trees; the Ceiba tree is sacred to Mayas Animals:  has more than 150 species of birds including colorful toucans and macaws, tapirs and monkeys  Sports: basketball and soccer are very popular Internet domain: .bz History: the Maya and other Native Americans lived in Belize; in the 1630 English and Scottish settlers came; became independent from Britain in 1981

CHILE
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Location: South America along the Pacific Ocean Capital: Santiago Population: more than 15 million People: most Chileans had Spanish ancestors and some Native American ancestors; more than 600,000 are Mapuches  Geography: has part of the Andes moutains an is in different zones of climate Language: Spanish Government: a republic Products: include grapes, apples, onions, wheat, corn, oats, peaches, asparagus, beans, fish, beef, wool, copper and timber  Plants: the national flower is the copihue called Lapageria rosea in Latin; there are also interesting olivillo and alerce trees   Internet domain: .cl  Animals: include chinchillas, alpacas, llamas, vicunas, guanacos, pumas and colocolos, condors and carancha birds Sports: soccer is the most popular sport; two traditional sports are rayuela and chueca History: during the 1500 the Spanish conquered the Incas and other Native Americans in Chile; became independent from Spain in 1818, in 2006 Michelle Bachelet became the first woman president
COLOMBIA
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Location: is in northern South America on the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans Capital: Bogota Geography: the nation is large and it has different climates and landforms People: most people are of mixed ancestry, others are European, African, or Native American  Population: about 46 million Language: Spanish Government: a republic Products: include coffee, cut flowers, bananas, rice, tobacco, corn, sugarcane, cocoa beans, timber, shrimp gold, copper, coal, emeralds, cattle Plants: lianas, orchids, chinchona, giant bamboo  Animals: mammals include anteaters, sloths, monkeys, deer, tapirs, bears and capybaras. Internet domain: .co History: the Muiscas and other Native Americas were in Colombia before the Spanish came in 1500; became free from Spain on August 7, 1819; in recent times has had problems with international drug dealers including Pablo Escobar

EL SALVADOR
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Location: in Central America on the Pacific Ocean  Geography: has several small rivers and many volcanoes  Capital: San Salvador Language: Spanish Government: a republic Population: more than seven million  People: most of the people are part Spanish and part Native American Products: coffee, sugar, corn, rice, beans, cotton, beef, shrimp, milk Plants: trees include oaks, pines, coconuts, balsa and madrecacao; the national flower is called the izote Animals: include ducks, bluejays, herons and urracas Internet domain: sv History:  The Pipil nation was in El Salvador before the Spanish came and defeated them in the 1500s; became completely independent in 1838

HONDURAS
[image: image7.png]



Location: is on the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans  Geography: has lowlands along the oceans but many mountains and volcanoes in it interior, the climate varies from tropical to subtropical Capital: Tegucigalpa Language: Spanish Population: about 7.5 million People: most Hondurans are part Spanish and part Native American Government: a republic Products: include coffee, bananas, gold, silver, coal, shrimp and fish  Plants: the national tree is the pine; the national flower is the Orchid (Brassavola Digbiana)   Animals: include the white-tailed deer (odocoileus Virginianus), iguanas, white-faced monkeys and scarlet macaws Internet domain: .hn History: Mayas had a great civilization in Honduras; the Spanish came and defeated the Lenca Nation in the 1500s; became independent from Spain in 1821; in 1998 Hurricane Mitch caused much damage to buildings, bridges and crops

MEXICO



Location:  North America Geography: has lowlands, mountains including volcanoes, deserts, tropical jungles Capital: Mexico City Language: Spanish People: 60% Amerindian, 30% Amerindian and European, 10% European Population: 107 million Government: a republic Products And Resources: corn, wheat, soybeans, rice, beans, cotton, coffee, fruit beef, iron, steel, petroleum, silver, copper, gold, natural gas, timber Plants: about 26,000 different species Animals: many unique mammals and amphibians 
Internet domain:.mx  History: had many Amerindian civilizations including Olmec, Aztec, Maya, Purapeche; Cortez conquered Aztecs in 1519; became free from Spain 1821; lost a war and much land to the U.S. in 1848; Benito Juarez began reforms in 1855 and defeated French invaders in 1867; Civil War in 1920; joined NAFTA in 1994

NICARAGUA
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Location: Geography: Capital: Language: Population: almost six million People: most Nicaraguans are of mixed European and Native American or African ancestry Government: a republic Products: Plants: trees include pines, oaks, cedars, tamarinds, persimmons and mangos; the national tree is the madrono which has white flowers and grows thirty feet high; the national flower is the frangipani; other flowers are hibiscus, orchids and bougainvillea Animals: howler monkeys, tapirs, jaguars, anteaters, toucans, parrots, many butterflies, crocodiles Internet domain: .ni History: before the Spanish came in the 1500s; became independent from Spain on September 14, 1821; Violeta Barrios de Chamorro became the first woman President in Nicaragua and the North American continent in 1990 
LEARN MORE
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0107779.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_domain
