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By Mason Emerson

First, why learn to play the piano by numbers?  Because possibly 80% of all persons trying to learn to play the piano quit within one year, but, for those trying to do so by numbers, only 10% quit, meaning 90% stick with it.  Why is this true?  It’s because when learning by numbers you experience the joy of success.  For most people trying to immediately play a piano with standard musical notations simply brings much stress, frustration and failure.  So, learning to play by letters or, as an alternative, by numbers is also easier and more joyful than trying to learn by standard musical notation.

Now please examine the keyboard below.
1st OCTAVE                    2nd OCTAVE                          3rd OCTAVE

                                                    C# D#         F# G#  A#         C#  D#         F# G#  A# 

                                                    1#  2#         4#  5#  6#          1#  2#          4#  5#  6#           




 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
The numbers also correspond to letter notes.  For example the number 1 is the same as the letter C, the number 2 is the same as the letter D etc.  When you play the following songs you will be pressing on the piano keys that are white-colored in the illustration.  You will not be pressing on any of the black-colored keys at this stage.  You will only be using the yellow-shaded numbers section or in other words the second octave.
SONG TITLES WITH NOTES GIVEN BY NUMBERS ONLY
AMAZING GRACE

1 4 6 4 6 5 4 2 1 1 4 6 4 6 5 8

BAA, BAA, BLACK SHEEP

1 1 5 5 6 7 1 6 5 4 4 3 3 2 2 1 5 5 5 4 4 3 3 3 2 5 5 5 4 5 6 4 3 2 2 1

CAMPTOWN RACE

5 5 3 5 6 5 3  3 2 3 2  5 5 3 5 6 5 3 2 3 2 1

THE FIRST NOEL

3 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 6 5 5 6 7 8 7 6 5 6 7 8 5 4 3

FRERE JACQUE

3 1 1 2 3 3 4 5 3 4 5 5 6 5 4 3 5 6 5 4 3 1 1 2 1 1 2 1

IT’S RAINING, IT’S POURING

5 5 3 3 5 3 3 5 3 6 5 3 3 5 5 3 3 3 5 5 5 3 3 5 5 5 3 6 6 5 3

ITSY BITSY SPIDER

1 1 1 2 3 3 2 1 2 3 1 3 3 3 4 5 5 4 3 4 5 3



 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
JESUS LOVES ME

5 3 3 2 3 5 5 6 6 8 6 6 5 5 5 3 3 2 3 5 5 6 6 5 1 3 2 1 5 3 5 6 8 5 3 1 3 2 5 3 5 6 8 6 5 1 3 2 1

JINGLE BELLS

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 1 2 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 2 2 3 2 5 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 1 2 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 5 5 4 2 1

JOY TO THE WORLD

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

LONDON BRIDGE

5 6 5 4 3 4 5 2 3 4 3 4 5 5 6 5 4 3 4 5 2 5 3 1

MARY HAD A LITTLE LAMB

3 2 1 23 3 3 2 2 2 3 5 5  3 2 1 2  3 3 3 3  2 2 3 2 1

MY BONNIE

1 6 5 4 5 4 2 1 4 1   6 5 4 4 3 4 5 1 6 5 4  5 4 2 1 4 1 2 5 4 3 2 3 4

POP GOES THE WEASEL

1 1 2 2 3 5 3 1 1 1 2 2 3 1 1 1 2 2 3 5 3 1 6 2 4 3 1

OH, SUSANNAH

4 4 6 6 6 5 5 3 1 2 2 1 2   3 5 5 6 5 3 1 2 3 3 2 2 1



 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
OLD MCDONALD HAD A FARM

5 5 5 2 3 3 2 7 7 6 6 5 5 2  5 5 2 3 3 2 7 7 6 6 5 5 2 2   5 5 5 2 2 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 2 3 3 2 7 7 6 6 5
SWING LOW SWEET CHARIOT

6 4 6 4 4 2 1 4 4 4 4 6 6 8 8 9 8 6 8 4 4 2 1 4 4 4 4 6 6 5 4

THIS OLD MAN

5 3 5 5 3 5 6 5 3 2 3 4 3 4  5 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 4 5 5 2 2 4 3 2 1

TWINKLE, TWINKLE, LITTLE STAR

1 1 5 5 6 6 5 4 4 3 3 2 2 1 5 5 4 4 3 3 2 5 5 4 4 3 3 2 1 1 5 5 6 6 5 4 4 3 3 2



 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
SONG TITLES WITH NOTES GIVEN BY LETTERS ONLY
AMAZING GRACE

B E G E G F E C B B E G E G F B

BAA, BAA, BLACK SHEEP

B B F F G A B G F E E D D C C B F F F E E D D D C F F F E F G E D C C B

CAMPTOWN RACE

F F D F G F D  D C D C  F F D F G F D C D C B

THE FIRST NOEL

D C B C D E F G A B A G F F G A B A G F G A B F E D

FRERE JACQUE

E C C D E E F G E F G G A G F E G A G F E C C D C C D C

IT’S RAINING, IT’S POURING

G G E E G E E G E A G E E G G E E E G G G E E G G G E A A G E

ITSY BITSY SPIDER

B B B C D D C B C D B D D D E F F E D E F D


 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
JESUS LOVES ME

F D D C D F F G G B G G F F F D D C D F F G G F B D C B F D F G B F D B D C F D F G B G F B D C B

JINGLE BELLS

D D D D D D D F B C D E E E E E D D D D C C D C F D D D D D D D F B C D E E E E E D D D F F E C B

JOY TO THE WORLD

B A G F E D C B

LONDON BRIDGE

F G F E D E F C D E D E F F G F E D E F C F D B

MARY HAD A LITTLE LAMB

D C B CD D D C C C D F F  D C B C  D D D D  C C D C B

MY BONNIE

C A G F G F D C F C   A G F F E F G C A G F  G F D C F C D G F E D E F

POP GOES THE WEASEL

B B C C D F D B B B C C D B B B C C D F D B G C E D B

OH, SUSANNAH

F F A A A G G E C D D C D   E G G A G E C D E E D D C


 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
OLD MCDONALD HAD A FARM

G G G D E E D B B A A G G D  G G D E E D B B A A G G D D   G G G D D G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G D E E D B B A A G

SWING LOW SWEET CHARIOT

G E G E E C B E E E E G G B B C B G B E E C B E E E E G G F E

THIS OLD MAN

G E G G E G A G E D E F E F  G C C C C C D E F G G D D F E D C

TWINKLE, TWINKLE, LITTLE STAR

C C G G A A G F F E E D D C   G G F F E E D G G F F E E D  C C G G A A G F F E E D D C



 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
SONG TITLES NOTATED BY NUMBERS AND LETTERS 
AMAZING GRACE

1 4 6 4 6 5 4 2 1 1 4 6 4 6 5 8

B E G E G F E C B B E G E G F B

BAA, BAA, BLACK SHEEP

1 1 5 5 6 7 1 6 5 4 4 3 3 2 2 1 5 5 5 4 4 3 3 3 2 5 5 5 4 5 6 4 3 2 2 1

B B F F G A B G F E E D D C C B F F F E E D D D C F F F E F G E D C C B

CAMPTOWN RACE

5 5 3 5 6 5 3  3 2 3 2  5 5 3 5 6 5 3 2 3 2 1

F F D F G F D  D C D C  F F D F G F D C D C B

THE FIRST NOEL

3 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 6 5 5 6 7 8 7 6 5 6 7 8 5 4 3

D C B C D E F G A B A G F F G A B A G F G A B F E D

FRERE JACQUE

3 1 1 2 3 3 4 5 3 4 5 5 6 5 4 3 5 6 5 4 3 1 1 2 1 1 2 1

E C C D E E F G E F G G A G F E G A G F E C C D C C D C

IT’S RAINING, IT’S POURING

5 5 3 3 5 3 3 5 3 6 5 3 3 5 5 3 3 3 5 5 5 3 3 5 5 5 3 6 6 5 3

G G E E G E E G E A G E E G G E E E G G G E E G G G E A A G E



 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
ITSY BITSY SPIDER

1 1 1 2 3 3 2 1 2 3 1 3 3 3 4 5 5 4 3 4 5 3

B B B C D D C B C D B D D D E F F E D E F D

JESUS LOVES ME

5 3 3 2 3 5 5 6 6 8 6 6 5 5 5 3 3 2 3 5 5 6 6 5 1 3 2 1 5 3 5 6 8 5 3 1 3 2 5 3 5 6 8 6 5 1 3 2 1

F D D C D F F G G B G G F F F D D C D F F G G F B D C B F D F G B F D B D C F D F G B G F B D C B

JINGLE BELLS

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 1 2 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 2 2 3 2 5 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 1 2 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 5 5 4 2 1

D D D D D D D F B C D E E E E E D D D D C C D C F D D D D D D D F B C D E E E E E D D D F F E C B

JOY TO THE WORLD

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

B A G F E D C B

LONDON BRIDGE

5 6 5 4 3 4 5 2 3 4 3 4 5 5 6 5 4 3 4 5 2 5 3 1

F G F E D E F C D E D E F F G F E D E F C F D B

MARY HAD A LITTLE LAMB

3 2 1 23 3 3 2 2 2 3 5 5  3 2 1 2  3 3 3 3  2 2 3 2 1

D C B CD D D C C C D F F  D C B C  D D D D  C C D C B



 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
MY BONNIE

1 6 5 4 5 4 2 1 4 1   6 5 4 4 3 4 5 1 6 5 4  5 4 2 1 4 1 2 5 4 3 2 3 4

C A G F G F D C F C   A G F F E F G C A G F  G F D C F C D G F E D E F
POP GOES THE WEASEL

1 1 2 2 3 5 3 1 1 1 2 2 3 1 1 1 2 2 3 5 3 1 6 2 4 3 1

B B C C D F D B B B C C D B B B C C D F D B G C E D B

OH, SUSANNAH

4 4 6 6 6 5 5 3 1 2 2 1 2   3 5 5 6 5 3 1 2 3 3 2 2 1

F F A A A G G E C D D C D   E G G A G E C D E E D D C

OLD MCDONALD HAD A FARM

5 5 5 2 3 3 2 7 7 6 6 5 5 2  5 5 2 3 3 2 7 7 6 6 5 5 2 2   5 5 5 2 2 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 2 3 3 2 7 7 6 6 5

G G G D E E D B B A A G G D  G G D E E D B B A A G G D D   G G G D D G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G G D E E D B B A A G

SWING LOW SWEET CHARIOT

6 4 6 4 4 2 1 4 4 4 4 6 6 8 8 9 8 6 8 4 4 2 1 4 4 4 4 6 6 5 4

G E G E E C B E E E E G G B B C B G B E E C B E E E E G G F E

THIS OLD MAN

5 3 5 5 3 5 6 5 3 2 3 4 3 4  5 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 4 5 5 2 2 4 3 2 1

G E G G E G A G E D E F E F  G C C C C C D E F G G D D F E D C



 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
    (Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
TWINKLE, TWINKLE, LITTLE STAR

1 1 5 5 6 6 5 4 4 3 3 2 2 1 5 5 4 4 3 3 2 5 5 4 4 3 3 2 1 1 5 5 6 6 5 4 4 3 3 2

C C G G A A G F F E E D D C   G G F F E E D G G F F E E D  C C G G A A G F F E E D D C

MOVING AHEAD

Eventually, if you practice all the songs long enough, you will have mastered them and want to play more advanced music.  Then you will be playing songs that make use of the black keys.  

Look at the keyboard illustration again.  You will notice that the numbers or letters for the black keys have the symbol #, called “sharp.”  So for example there is C Sharp which is given as C#.    

1st OCTAVE                    2nd OCTAVE                          3rd OCTAVE

                                                    C# D#         F# G#  A#         C#  D#         F# G#  A# 

                                                    1#  2#         4#  5#  6#          1#  2#          4#  5#  6# 


 .1   .2   .3  .4  .5   .6   .7   1    2    3   4    5   6   7    1.   2.  3.  4.   5.   6.  7. 
(Source and credit for the keyboard are at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Klaviatur-3-en.svg)
Also, besides playing only those keys shaded yellow here which are the second octave or group on the piano keyboard, you will move on to add the first and third octaves.  Along the way you will begin to add some of the standard musical notation instead of the numbers or letters that can stand for them etc.  You will also learn some new English terms for music as well as words such as fortissimo which is from the Italian language and means “very loud,” indicating that some music is to be played very loudly.    

If you had immediately had to confront all these things, you may well have shook your head and quit even more starting, but at this point you will have accumulated enough confidence to go ahead.
You will learn that the note ♭ means flat as opposed to # meaning sharp.  You will learn that the following are the bass clef: 



  

and the treble clef:




You will also learn symbols indicating that notes are whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth and thirty-second; as well as learn the notes for different rests.
However, those will come only have you have “enjoyed” the playing of some piano music that is familiar, basic and therefore more, doing so via numbers and/or letters.  Cost is not a problem, since this fun booklet is free and you can buy a small keyboard to get started for as low as five to ten dollars or even less if found at a yard sale.  Have fun!



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Image-Frederic_Chopin_photo_downsampled.jpeg
Frederic Chopin (1810-1849), the world’s greatest piano composer
