DRAGONS, DINOSAURS, LEVIATHAN AND BEHEMOTH
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Ancient civilizations around the earth tell of dragons or creatures. For examples, there are stories and artistic representations.  The Anglo-Saxon story Beowulf tells of a dragon.  The Greeks told of them.  The Chinese told of them.  There are sculptures of them on ancient South American pottery.  The Bible has scriptures about huge monsters including some that breathed fire.  For such  reasons, some have speculated there may have been either some dinosaurs or large dinosaur-like lizards which survived into historical times.  

For example even today the largest lizards on earth are Komodo dragons (Varanus komodoensis) which live in Indonesia, and sometimes grow to be about nine feet or three meters long.  They can run quickly, and may have killed off a species of humans called Homo floresiensis who lived in Indonesia up until about 12,000 years ago.  In the past they were more wide spread, possibly living in Mongolia.  Until about 19,000 years ago there was a much larger lizard-like animal in Queensland, Australia, called the Megalama prisca.  It was about twenty-one feet or seven meters long.

Pliny, who was a Roman naturalist, said that India had a dragon so large it could encircle and squeeze to death an elephant.  He also mentions dragons in Ethiopia that were thirty feet long.  Other early Europeans wrote of dragons that leapt from trees onto elephants.  Many of the ancient stories say that at least some of the dragons, dinosaurs or dinosaur-like creatures could breathe fire.  However it is possible that vapors or steamy breath of a huge creature were sometimes misinterpreted as fire.
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Also, even today, the bombadier beetle actually does breathe flames.  It has separate parts in its stomach with hydrogen peroxide and hydroquinone which it mixes with some enzymes then explodes in the face of attacking enemies with a loud popping sound.  The hadrosaur dinosaur had nasal cavitites which some have speculated may have been linked to some kind of chemicals in its hollow crest. 
Job 41:19-21 says of the creature Leviathan "Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out. Out of his nostrils goes smoke as out of a seething pot or caldron. His breath kindles coals, and a flame goes out of his mouth." (Job 41:19-21)  Psalm 91:13 says “You shall tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shall you trample under feet."  Genesis 1:21 can be rendered "And God created great sea monsters..."  Job 40:15-17 says Behemoth was “chief of the ways of God” and had a tail like a cedar tree.   There are other such thought-provoking scriptures.
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Some of the dragons, as with some of the dinosaurs, could fly.  Native Americans of the U.S. Northwest and Great Lakes have tales of a giant birds called the Thunderbird and the Piasau.  The Anchorage Daily News of October 15, 2002, says villagers in Togiak and Manokotak as well as two pilots saw such a bird.  Its wings were 14 feet long.  
Tales of such enormous flying creatures continue.  The Wenatchee World in the state of Washington on December 30, 2007, reported that a 29 year old man told police that seeing a pterodactyle caused him to crash his car into a light pole.   Police tested him for drinking and the tested showed that he had had only a minimal amount of alcohol.  
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Ancient Persians spoke of the roc or rukh which was said to be a giant bird.  Ancient India had the garuda.  Creatures called griffins or similar names appear in stories and or architectures of the Minoans of Crete, ancient Egyptians, Greeks, Elamites, Scythians who lived from the Ukraine into central Asia.
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