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DINOSAURS!  DINOSAURIOS!
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 Tyrannosaurus Rex – courtesy of wikipedia.org
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By Mason Emerson
This is about dinosaurs.  They lived during the Mesozoic Era for 160 million years, but became extinct about 65 million years ago.  The Mesozoic Era included the Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous Periods.   
Esto es sobre dinosaurios.  Vivieron durante la Era Mesozoic por 160 millones de anos, pero llegaron a ser extinctos hace casi 65 millones de anos.  La Era Mesozoic incluyo los Periodos Tirassico, Jurassico y Cretaceo.   
 

Dinosaurs lived on the land.  There were also huge animals in water, reptiles which flew in the air, birds, and flowering plants.   There was only one continent, that is Pangaea.  
 

Dinosaurios vivieron en la tierra solida.  Hubieron animales grandes en agua tambien, reptiles que volaron en el aire, pajaros y plantas con flores.  Hubo solamente un continente, es decir Panguea.

Dinosaurs became dominant on earth during when there was less oxygen because they were able to breath better than other species which became extinct.  Dinosaurs were similar to birds which also breath very efficiently.  Perhaps modern birds are descendants of dinosaurs called theropods.  
Lod dinosaurios se hicieron dominantes en la tierra cuando hubo menos oxigeno porque pudieron respirar mejor que otros especies que llegaron a ser extinctos.  Los dinosaurios fueron similares a los pajaros, otro especie que respira eficientemente.  Tal vez pajaros modernos fueron ascendientes de los dinosaurious llamados los teropodes. 
 

There were many different kinds of dinosaurs.  Some were fast, others slow.  Some were bipeds which walked on two feet.  Others were quadrupeds which walked on four feet.  Some dinosaurs had features similar to birds.  
 Hubieron muchos tipos diferentes de los dinosaurios.  Unos fueron rapidos, otros despacios.  Unos fueron bipedos que caminaron en dos pies, otros cuadrupedos que caminaron en cuatro pies.  Unos dinosaurios tuvieron caracteristicas similares a los pajaros.  
 

Most were herbivores which only ate plants.  Some were carnivores who ate meat.  Others probably ate both plants and animals.  
 

La mayoria fueron herbivores que solamente comieron plantas.  Otros fueron carnivoros que comieron carne.  Otros tal vez comieron ambos plantas y carne.  
 

Some were large about 100 feet long and 50 feet high.  Others were as small as a chicken.  The largest were sauropods which ate plants.
 Unos fueron grandes, casi 100 de pies largos y 50 pies altos.  Otros fueron tan pequenos como un pollo.  Los mas grandes fueron los sauropodes que comieron plantas.
 

Dinosaurs existed about 160 million years.  They began about 230 million years ago but became extinct during the Cretaceous Period about 65 million years ago.  Many paleontologists believe a dinosaur called Eoraptor was the ancestor of all dinosaurs.  It was small, ate other animals and walked on two feet.  
Dinosaurios existieron casi 160 millones de anos. Comenzaron hace a eso de 230 millones de anos pero llegaron a ser extintos durante el Periodo Cretaceo hace casi 65 millones de anos.  Muchos paleontologos creen que un dinosaurio llamado Eoraptorwas fue el antepasado de todos de los dinosaurios.   Fue pequeno, comio otros animales y camino en dos pies.  
Many scientists also believe that modern birds are descendants of dinosaurs.  This is because of discoveries made in China and Mongolia of dinosaur fossils with feathers.   Most scientists also now believe that dinosaurs probably had warm blood as do modern birds and mammals.
Muchos cientificos tambien creen que pajaros modernos son descendientes de dinosaurios.  Esto esta debido a los descubrimientos hechos en China y Mongolia de fosiles de dinosaurios con plumas.  La mayoria de los cientificos tambien creen ahora que los dinosaurios tuvieron probablemente sangre caliente como pajaros y  mamiferos modernos.
There are various theories about why dinosaurs became extinct.  One theory is that a comet hit the Gulf of Mexico near the Yucatan area of Mexico and caused them to die.  Other theories include death from diseases or radiation from outer space.  Paleontologists are scientists who study fossils of dinosaurs.   
 

Hay varias teorias por que los dinosaurios llegaron a ser extinctos.  Una teoria es que una cometa choco al Golfo de Mexico cerca del area Yucatan deMexico y causo que ellos se morieron.  Otras teorias incluyen la muerte por diseos o radiacion de espacio exterior.   
Early humans sometimes saw the fossils of dinosaurs and said that they were the bones of dragons.    Richard Owen invented the name dinosaur in 1842.  Scientists have found dinosaur fossils on all the continents.  For example many are found in the western states of the US and in Mexico.  Many are located close to Frick, Switzerland, near the border with Germany.

Los paleontologistas son cientificos que estudian fosiles de dinosaurios.  Humanos antiguos a veces vieron a fosiles de los dinosaurios y dijeron que fueron huesos de dragones.   Richard Owen invento el nombre dinosaurio en 1842.   Cientificos han encontrados a fosiles de  dinosaurios en todos los continentes.  Por ejemplo muchos se encontraron en los estados del oeste de los EEU y en Mexico.  Muchos estan situados cerca Frick, Suiza, cercano la frontera con Alemana.
 
T. REX
 

T. rex is the abbreviation for a dinosaur named the Tyrannosaurus rex (Taireanousoras reks).  Its name in Latin means the Tyrant Lizard King.  It was huge and lived about sixty-five to eighty-five million years ago during the late Cretaceous period.  
T. rex es la abreviación de un dinosaurio nombrado el Tiranosaurio rex.  Su nombre en el latin significa el Rey Lagarto Tirano.  Fue inmenso y vivio casi de sesenta y cinco a ochenta y cinco millones anos durante el periodo tarde Cretaceo.  
It probably lived in a wet almost tropical environment in forests with rivers and swamps near coasts. It was about forty feet long and twenty feet high.  Many scientists have thought T. rex was a carnivore.  Now some do not think so.  A carnivore only eats meat.   Scientists believe it could run about 18 miles per hour.
Vivio probablemente en un ambiente casi tropical mojado en bosques con rios y pantanos cerca de costas.  Fue casi cuarenta pies largos y veinte pies altos.  Muchos cientificos han pensado que T. rex era un carnivoro.  Ahora unos creen que no.   Un carnivoro solamente come carne.   Los cientificos creen que problamente pudo correr 18 millas por hora.

ACANTHOPHOLIS
Acanthopholis was only about fifteen feet long, and it had spikes.  It was an herbivore which means it only at plants.  It lived about 100 million years ago during the Cretaceous period.  Its name means Spiny Scales.
Acanthopholis (Akeantjafies) fue solo casi quince pies largos, y tuvo empalares.  Fue un herbivoro, que significa solo comio plantas. Vivio hace acerca de 100 millones de anos durante el periodo Cretaceo.  Su nombre significa Escalas con Puas.. 
 

ALLOSAURUS
 

Allosaurus (Eaulousoras) was a carnivore.  It may have hunted in groups. It lived during the late Jurassic period about 150 million years ago.  It looked a lot like T. rex.  In ancient Latin its name means Different Lizard.
 

Allosaurus (Eaulousoras) fue un carnivoro. Tal vez ha cazado en grupos. Vivio durante el periodo tarde Jurasico hace casi 150 millones de años.  Parecio mucho como T. rex. En el latin antiguo su nombre significa Diferente Lagarto. 

PTERANODON
 

Pteranodon (Tereanoudon) was a reptile but it flew like a bird.  It was about six feet long.  Its wingspan was about 30 feet.  It lived during the Cretaceous period about 85 million years ago, and it was a carnivore.    Its fossils hae been found in Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, Wyoming and Alabama.
Pteranodon (Tereanoudan) fue un reptil pero volo como un pajaro.  Fue casi seis pies de largo.  Su envergadura fue casi 30 pies.  Vivio durante el período Cretaceo ya hace casi 85 millones de anos, y fue un carnivoro.  Sus fosiles se han encontrado en Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, Wyoming and Alabama.
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By Mason Emerson

Velociraptors lived about 70 to 83 million years ago, and possibly 120 to 146 million years ago, during the late Cretaceous period.    Some people just call them raptors.  The name Velociraptor is from Veloci- meaning fast and raptor meaning thief in the Latin language.
Fossils of velociraptors have been found in Gobi Desert areas in Mongolia,  Inner Mongolia in northern China, and Shandong Province in eastern China.   They may also have existed in the United States.  One may have been found in the Two Medicine Formation in Montana.
Velociraptors had two feet, feathers and a long tail.  They ate other animals.   They also probably had warm blood.
Juraissic Park is a movie made by Steven Spielberg in 1993.  It shows velociraptors that are much larger than fossils have shown them.   The fossils show creatures about the size of a modern turkey but larger.   
However, there may have been some related species that indeed were as large as in the movie.   One is the dromaeosaur.  Its fossils have been excavated in the Yixian Formation of Liaoning province in northeastern China.
If they were alive today, many people would say they looked like birds although some unusual.   The picture at the top here incorrectly shows a velociraptor without feathers.  They probably did not fly but came from ancestors which could fly.
Each hand or foot of a velociraptor had three claws.  It second claw was much longer than the other claws.   It is called the killing claw.  It was about five inches long, very sharp and powerful.  
The brain of velociraptors was larger than that of other dinosaurs.  However, they were probably no smarter than a modern lion.   Large eyes suggest they may have had excellent night vision.
Velociraptors were fast and their bodies did not weigh a lot.   There are some fossil foot prints which show they may have hunted in packs of about six creatures, possibly near rivers.
 Their breathing structures were similar to those of modern marine birds and wildfowl which dive into water.
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http://blog.everythingdinosaur.co.uk/blog/_archives/2007/10/30/3321196.html
http://www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/School_Programs/dinos/factsheets.html#velociraptor
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/11/071107074326.htm
